
 

 

 
Fact Sheet  
Dry Cleaners: 
Overview of Environmental Regulations 
 
Background 
Oregon dry cleaning law requires the use of certain types of dry cleaning 
equipment and specific waste management practices.  These practices reduce 
air emissions from solvents, reduce the potential for spills and releases of 
solvents, protect groundwater, and promote more efficient use of dry cleaning 
solvent. 
 
This fact sheet explains the following “waste minimization” requirements as 
called for by Oregon’s Dry Cleaner law and federal air quality regulations: 
 
1. Acceptable types of dry cleaning equipment. 
2. Managing dry cleaning waste as hazardous waste. 
3. Managing solvent-contaminated wastewater. 
4. Containment under and around dry cleaning equipment and solvent-

containing items. 
5. Annual reporting of waste minimization and hazardous waste management 

practices. 
6. Reporting releases of dry cleaning solvent. 
7. Delivering perchloroethylene solvent (perc). 
8. Air quality monitoring and recordkeeping requirements for perc dry 

cleaners. 
 
Complying with these requirements is necessary for your facility to be eligible 
to be cleaned up using funding from the Dry Cleaner Environmental Response 
Account. 
 
Acceptable types of dry cleaning equipment 
Dry cleaning facilities in Oregon must use the following types of dry cleaning 
equipment: 

•  A dry cleaning facility may not include operation of transfer-type dry 
cleaning equipment using perchloroethylene. 

•  All newly installed dry cleaning equipment using perchloroethylene 
shall be of the dry-to-dry type and be equipped with integral 
refrigerated condensers with an outlet temperature sensor for the 
control of perchloroethylene emissions. 

•  All existing dry cleaning equipment using perchloroethylene (perc) 
shall install refrigerated condensers. 
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